
FUNERAL PLANNING

When a Catholic dies, the Church celebrates the person with a series of “Rites”, ordered in what is called the Order of Christian Funerals.  The rites include prayers, inspirational readings from scripture and blessings.  These include: 

1.  The Vigil for the Deceased (also known as “wake” or “calling hours”)

2.  The Funeral Mass

3.  Rite of Committal: Prayers and Scripture readings at the cemetery.

Depending on local customs and/or personal requests, the Funeral Director will guide you through these rites.  

Death becomes a delicate and difficult subject to discuss.  We find that many families do not discuss what to expect or plan when the time comes.  We plan for wills & distribution of assets, but don’t want to discuss “The End”.  It may be the case, that the deceased and his/her loved ones are active members of the Catholic Church and know what to do and expect.  What is more common is that the family left behind to make the choices and do the planning may not be active church goers, resulting in the uncomfortable and difficult decision as to what to do “next”.  Although we encourage you to make advance funeral plans in terms of readings and hymns, it is not often done.  Is it hypocritical to have the entire set of Rites for Mom or Dad, when no one else in the family attends church?  What we must keep in mind is that the purpose of these Rites is to affirm the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead and the promise that we too can share in the same life after death.  It is also a moment to remember the fidelity, love and goodness of the decreased in the context of our Catholic tradition.  You can feel confident that the Funeral Director and the Priest will help you prepare for the funeral liturgy of your loved one.

