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NEWS FROM THE

Local Parent Educator Featured in
Catholic Charities’ Traveling Museum

- Story by Joe Pisoni

arcus Wilson grew up in foster care

and undersinds the importance of
having a secure family emvironment
For he past five yewrs, as a parent
educator for Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Martford, he has helped
many families by providing the tools
they need 30 parents and children can
break the cycle of insecurity and develop
stronger relationships
In recognition of his work with Pacent
Support Services, Wilson has been
wiected with 40 other employees and
volunteers, chosen from 169 Catholic
Charities nasonwide, 10 be featured as
part of he People of Hope Museum,
which highlights ministries and services
of Catholic Charities.

“His compassion is genuine, and
families feel it right away.”

“The museum will bring 1o life their
meaningful and memorable encounters
with families and individuals in need,” says
Scon Griffin, director of Communications
& Public Relatons for Catholic Charities
of the Archdiocese of Hartford.

The museum, which is housed in a tractor
trader, will travel acound the country and
be avsilsble %o the public April 14 %0 15
of the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Harford

Vistors will view the video stories of
Wilson, record their own stories of
hope and service and gain a greater
understanding of poverty in the state and
country, Griffin says. “To have one of our
people, who is serving the communay,

featured in e museum is an incredible
honor, and we are very proud of Marcus,”
Gniffin says. “He and his team vist people
n their homes 10 help parents create
stronger famdies.

They are among 11,000 individuals we
served last year. Even though we are a
faithbased organization, you dont have
%0 be Catholic to receive services. You
only have %o need help, and Caholic
Charises is here 1o help.”

The goal of Pacent Support Services is to
establish & family eavironment that has “»
cieche of security,” Wilson says

A lot of parents were never taught how
10 know when their children are seeking
securty because they didn’t have it when
they were growing up,” he says. “Some
parents never thought about it or just
didn’t know.”

The program’s curriculum has two
components: one is designed o give
parents e 00ls %0 make their children
feel secure by providing the emosions
support, and the oher esublishes »
sirctured home eevironment that has
rles, rewards and a routins.

One important shill parents should have
s the ablisy 10 listen % their children,
Wilson says. “Sometimes children need
reassurance, and parents have % know
how 1o give them their undivided attention
and listen,” he adds. “But if the parents
grew up in 3 home without affection or
those shills, so we bring awaceness to
them. We can’t fix he problem, but once
porents are given the knowledge, they can
use it and make the choice 10 seek help or
dewelop the shills they need

Morcws Wilion hos been cAcsen % be feotred o
port of e Mecple of Hope Museun, whach Aghloin
movaies ond servoes of Cotolic Chorines

for Pacenting Support Services, praised
Wilson “Marcus brings incredible heant
10 this work,” she says. “Ha compassion
is genuine, and families feel it right away
He has a special way of meeting parents
exactly where they are, wihout pressure
or pretense, and helping them see their
own strengths “She adds $at Wilson is
deeply commited to helping familes
grow and succeed.

“He truly lives out the mission of Parenting
Support Services every day, which exists
1o walk slongside families who are often
overdooted or struggling quietl,” she
ays.

The Pecple of Hope Museum will be
open 1o the public of the Cathedral of St.
Joseph, 140 Formington Ave.,
Moartford, from Apridl 14 1o
15 in the rear porking

lot off Asylum Avenve.




Upcoming Events

APRIL 14 .15 @ 1AM . TPM
PEOMLE OF HOPE MUSEUM
Cathedeal of St Joseph rear lot,
off Asplemn Ave, Hartiord

Step insde for an mapiring lock of how Cathalic
COharties 2genc s brng compasson 10 help
people n reed rehonwde

Var www.ccaoh oog/poh 10 learn maoce

APRIL 17 @ 6:20PM

YOUNG ADULT 21+ GROUP
Owr Lady of Knock Parish, %2,
Patrick Church, Farmisgton

Candlolight Mass will be held o 6.30 PM with
Tevia, Tacon, Drisks, and Socud followng the

Cordiesgh Vans

APBLY . W

INTERNATIONAL EXMIBIT OF

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES

$1. George Chuech, Gullond
Fri, 17 Apeil, 4:30 . 9 pe | St 18 Apeil, 0
am - 5:30 pn | Sum, 19 April, 9:30 am - 3 pn
Lhs on & Cordo Acuts & 8. Mangel
Gorzalez Garcia. 19 class relcs of both &
Cardo and $. Mangel will be avalable for
veneraton. For more indormanon, cortect
Donra Yarcko ot 2034532788,

APRL 18 @ 9.30AM . 3PM $70

MARRIED COUPLES

RETREAY DAY

Sacred Heart on the Lake Retreat

Coanter, Higgarum
Swengrhen your marmiage by spending fe day
# owr Retrest Conter! Prasenter Se. Lary Jo
Senth, ASC). Call S Lany Jo 2036069102 %
RSVP. Donation mhed 570 a couple - Inchudes »
Contnertyl Deeskfast and » Pl Lunch

APRIL 18 @ 5.306M $30
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
“SPRING FLING™

Owr Lady Queen of e Aposfes
Parish, S1. Mary Church, Derby

Lvening getogether with door praes, bashet
ralles, dwner, dessent, and Beot/wneSods

Erery Vickens are s0ld o e door ($30) or o

the Parish Ollce [S25) uetd Ageil 3. Casl/
Chach only plesse

APRL 24 0 TP

SEEN: A NICHT OF HOPE &
HEALING

St Paud VI Pacish, Our Lady of
Mourt Carmed Church, Hamden

Jon s for & Moly Mowr and Recepton
nchiding Adoraton, prayer Ssams, guided
praper, wppont and rescurces for Hose
srugging with pregnancy loss or infertiing
Rogavaton requeed Plosse reach out %
m.rccihamdencatholc org v RSVP

APRE 270 TP\

SPEED NETWORKING AND
MENTORING

Holy Angels Corter, Marden

Joun Young Catholc Professonals Centeal
Comecscut and meet waprng professcnals,
connect with other young aduby, and wak
vy Wit prachical insgM bor your caroer and
faih. Food and drrk will be provided. We wil
be having Statons of the Cross and prayer o
Tpes, and the speed retworking and mentonng
wil stont 0 7.45

MAY 2 @ aim

LATINO VOCATION
DISCERNMENT NIGHT

St Augwstine Parish, Martiord

Jon s for &PM Vigl Mass, foliowed by Ine
drwer and 8 OBA panel of spesbers from
ol dffecert vocators. Regatstion required
Lmal kathoen penci®achct org v RSVP
Q The Basilca of the Immaculste
Corception, Waterbury

Al are welcome for a nght of geayer and
wppon for those experencing infertiiny or
pregrancy/chid loss. We wil have welcoming
remarks, Mass, & reflection, Adoraion with
Prase and Worship, and » reception % follow
wih Sgh refreshments, veneraton of relics,
Pescurces, community, and cpporunites o
meet wih Religows Seters and Prayer Teams
Regaramnon requved Mease reach out

werburybasilca.ong Yo RSVP

MAY § @ oPM
SEEN: ANIOHTOF HOME &
MEALING

)
o

APRIL 24 @ TPM
YOP SPEAKER EVENTY

AL Forh. Your Coreer. Are They Componble >~
Come join Young Catholc Professionals Cental CTY
for our nevt Esecutive Spesker Series Lvent! Come
mmlWrMmMMTM
with a %k by Omar Kousfly on Al and fath in the
wodkplace. We lock forward %0 meetng you there!

MAY 8 @ &M

WOMIN'S HOLY HOUR

& DINNER

$t. Bridget of Sweden Parish,
Crastire

Ave you secking peace and drecton? Join us

for an evening dedcated 10 women's vocstonad
discernment We'll bogin wih a Holy Mow festurng
beauthd musc, prayerhd slence, and an imapiring
reflecion. Ploase sty for & free daner and
commurty fellowshp. Regatreticn sequred

Lnadl cdemvamy®ascius. org Yo RSVP

MAY 9 @ SAM . 2PM

DAY WITH MARY | RETREAT
Precious Blood Parinh, St. Agnes
Church, Milloed

Jown us for A Macan Ducharignc Day Retreat with
e Francacen Friars of the Inmaculsre. Doy will
inchude: Moly Mass, Confesson, Conlerment

of the Miraculous Medal, Fatema Video,
Benedicion, Marian Processon, Conlerment of
e Beown Scapelar, Reciution of he Rosary and
taks by Francacans. Inclement weather, chack
P W Acg Revest o
FREE, being & wnack!

MAY 30 @ Y0AM Adelts $50
MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH
Holy Family Passuosist Retroat
Carter, West Martiord
Childeon 412, 515 | Children under 4, Free
Come celebrate Mother's Day with & speced
Mass for mothers and amiles, and then enjoy »
delcious gourmet brunch prepared by cur chel
Vist www holffamdyretreat org fcalendar,

2026 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Total Goal: SIOM  59.33% as of 3/31/26

$5,932,982.77 in pledges from 16,391 generous donors

www.orchdioceseofhartford.org oppeol

WE ARE
(ONE

Archdiocese of Hartford | 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002 | 860-541-6491
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As we celebrate the joy and hope of the Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, | wont to offer my warmest and
most heartfelt Easter blessings t¢ each of you across our
beloved Archdiocese of Hartford.

Easter is the great proclamation of our faith: Christ is risen, He
is truly risen. From the silence of the tomb bursts forth new life,
renewed hope, and unshakable joy. No matter the burdens we
carry or the uncertainties we face in daily life, the light of the
risen Christ breaks through every darkness, assuring us thot
death and sin do not have the final word.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our Christian
hepe. Through Christ’s victory over death, we are offered new
life, a life that is rooted in mercy, strengthened by grace, and
sustained by God's unfailing love. In this sacred season, we are
reminded that nething is beyond God's redeeming power and
that His mercy knows no limits.

As we gather with family, friends, and parish communities to
celebrate this holy feast, | invite you to reflect on how we are
called to be witnesses of the Resurrecticn in the world today.
In a society often marked by division, fear, and indifference,
we are entrusted with the mission of bringing Christ's peace,
compassion, and reconciling love to all; those we know well
and those we have yet to encounler.

May this Eoster seoson renew in each of us a deeper
commitment to faith, service, and charity. On this holy day, my
prayer is that the light of the Risen Christ fills your homes with
peace, your hearts with renewed hope, and your foamilies with
the deep assurance that death does not have the final word
love does.

Please know that you remain in my prayers, and | ask that you

kindly remember me in yours. Happy Easter to you and to all
those you cherish.

With Easter joy and blessings,

" (;/»,JA/lu Y 79 po/n‘;

Most Reverend Christopher J. Coyne
Archbishop of Hartford




