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NEWS FROM THE

SEEN Events
Offer Grieving
Parents Avenues
to Healing

- Story by Shelley Wolf

F amilies who have experienced
infertility, the lose of an unborn child
or a sillbirth often suffer in silence.
But there is hope and healing for the
invisible pain of child loss.

“SEEN,” which stands for "Supporting
Everyone  Experiencing  Neonatal
Loss,” is a series of events intended %o
acknowledge the life lost and to provide
spiritual support for grieving families.
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“Parents love that baby with all their heart
from the first moment,” says Valerie St.
Jean, associate director of adult and
family life ministries for the Archdiocese
of Hartford. “When a parent loses a
baby, the sadness is almost too much
And the loss is notf recognized

“There will be prayer, adoration
and other ways for people 1o
experience the presence, love
and mercy of Jesus.”

“The name 'SEEN' is imperfant
because very often, nobody knows
what happened. The parents hold it
inside,” she explains. "But wa're hare
to affirm the dignity of the life lost, As
Catholics, we believe that life begins at
conception, and every soul has meaning
and purpase.”
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SEEN events allow parents fo come
forward 1o acknowledge their loss, meet
other parents, gain spiritual nourishment
and find ways to begin healing. The
Basilica event will offer both spiritual
and practical resources for coping with
the loss of a child, whether the loss was
due fo a8 miscarriage or occurred after
birth.

The evening event at the Basilica will
include Mass, adoration, the weneration
of relics, anc a recaption with resource
materials, It will also feature a ministry
of presence, including  prayer,
reconciliation, and counselors as well
as art and journaling therapies.

‘These events offer those suffering
a safe place to grieve and to process
their emotions, to be comfeited and
guided by spiritual support through our
Catholic teachings,” St. Jean stresses.

“There will be prayer, adoraticn and
other ways for people fo experience
the presance, love and mercy of Jesus
Expanding upon other resources and
forms of prayer, can help people
process their grief in differant ways
The Basilica has done an amazing job

of finding resources 10 help people,”
she adds

The SEEN concept was saned as &
grassroots effort in 2020 by interested
parishioners  at  Blessed Michael
McGivney Parish in New Haven and
has been quietly circulating to other
patishes around the archdiocese in
slightly different formats to reach more
Catholics

This past week, a SEEN event was also
sponsored by St. Paul VI Parish at Our
Lacdy of Mount Carmel Church, 2819
Whitney Ave., Hamden

While the events are parish-driven,
the Archdiocese of Hartiord's Office
of Faith Formation and Parish Life is
offering its support and guidance,
recognizing SEEN events as creative
forms of suppert to reach the hearts of
those who are suffering.

SEEN events are free, with many
resources and services being donated,
including music, food and materials.
All imterasted families are welcome to
attena




Upcoming Events

APRIL 24 @ TPM
YCP SPEAKER EVENT
Bl Michael McGivney Parish,
St. Mary Church, Naw Haven
Al Foith. Your Career. Are They Companble?”

~

for our next Executive Speater Series Event! Come
enjoy light refreshments and nebwork dong
with a talk by Omar Kouaty on Al and faith in the
workplace. We lock forward to meeting you there

APRIL 28 & 5 - GPM,

BENEFIT NIGHT FOR HAITI
MINISTRY

American Flatbread, The
Shoppes at Farmington Valley,

Canton
t fooding & o ng
SI. Théresa S
Lilavois, Hoit ot tho samo tme! Dino taxo ot

1all coums! Visit www.ourladyofknock.org/haisi

for more information
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Al are wealcome for a night of prayer and
support for thote experiencing infortlity o
pragrancy/child foss, We will have welcoming
35, Mass, a reflection, Adorason with
nd Worshio, and a reception »
hi refreshments, veneration of relics,
=5, cofmmun opportunities 1o
rth Religiovs Sisters and Prayer Teams,
Registration required. Plesse reach oul 1o

hello@waterburybasilica.org 0 RSV#

MAY 8 & &P

SEEN: A NIGHT OF HOPE &
HEALING

The Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, Waterbury

follow

w Sis

Come join Young Catholic Professionals Central CT

MAY 8 & 6PM

WOMEN'S HOLY HOUR

& DINNER

St, Bridget of Swedon Parish,
Cheshire

and ditecSon? join us

Are you seeking peace
tor 30 evening dedicat
discermnment, We'll with a Haly Hour
teaturng beautifd m prayerful sile

s refloction. Please stay for o Froe dinner and
communiy felowship, Regisation required.
Emal edomianyPascjus.org o RSVP

MAY 7 & GAM . 2PV

DAY WITH MARY | RETREAT
Precious Blood Parigh, St. Agnes
Church, Milford

Join us for 3 Marian Euchanstic Day Rewaat with
the Franciscan Friars of the mmacudate, Day will
Include: Holy Mass, Confession, Conlerment

of the Miraculous Medal, Fasma Video,
Benediction, Marian Procession, Conlerment of
the Brown Scapular, Recitation of the Resary and
talks by Franciscons. Inclement weather, check
sl www.dsywithmarywest.org Retaal is
FREE, bring a snack!

MAY 10 & 10AM Adults $50
MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH
Holy Family Passionist Retreat
Contor, West Hartford

Children 412, $15 | Children under 4, Free
Come colebrate Mother with 3 specia
Mass fae mothers ane , and then enjoy a
delicious gowrmet brunch prepared by our chet
Visit www. holyfamilyretroat.org /calondar.

MAY 13 @ 7:30PmM
CANDLELIGHT ROSARY
PROCESSION

Our Lady Quoen of the Apostles
Parish, §t. Mary Church, Derby

jomn us in celebrating the Fead of Our Lady ol
Fatima! We will ga in front of the church to
art the procession rosaty will take place
ndoors if it rains. Coffee and cupcabas social
1o follow!

MAY 13 & 5:30°M - 99M $50
COUPLES' EVENING RETREAY
Hely Family Passionist Retreat
Conter, West Hartlord

Please join us as we axpiore 1he beauiful concent
of marriage a3 3 spiritual friendship. How is

a Trinitarian-lke expression of lovs, with
he conter? How can deep, nsentional
ng with “the sa of the hesart” cultivate 4
age rooted in spritual frendship?

Offered bath inparson and online via Zoom
Includes dinner with wine and cheese
Visit www, holyfamilyretreat.org/calendar,

MAY 15- 17 @ 6PM $300
MEN'S RECOVERY RETREAT
Holy Family Passionist Retreat
Center, West Hartford

We invite men in recovery info a peaceful
almosphere where you can rest, renew your
spiritual life, andd deepen your sobriety. Hear an
inspiring lectuse, catch vp
for yourself as we care for you in mind, bedy, and
sporit. The re begins oa Friday wih a b
dinmar from & -7:30PM and concludes on Sunday
sround 1AM, Scholarships are avallable. Call

Marty V. a1 860-250-6246 for information

Total Goal: S1IOM  71.21% asof 4/14/26
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$7,120,816.65 in pledges from 19,703 generous donors
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